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Independent filmmaking often takes place outside Hollywood, or other major studio 
systems. An independent film or indie film is a film initially produced without financing or 
distribution from a major film studio. Creative, business and technological reasons have all 
contributed to the growth of the indie film scene in the late 20th and early 21st century. On 
the business side, the costs of big-budget studio films also lead to conservative choices in 
cast and crew. There is a trend in Hollywood towards co-financing over two-thirds of the 
films put out by Warner Bros. in 2000 were joint ventures, up from 10% in 1987.14 A 
hopeful director is almost never given the opportunity to get a job on a big-budget studio 
film unless he or she has significant industry experience in film or television. Also, the 
studios rarely produce films with unknown actors, particularly in lead roles. 


The opening March weekend saw a dramatically lower box office than the same weekend in 
2019. The 2019 opening March weekend saw the release of Captain Marvel, which alone 
earned over US3 million domestically that weekend, compared to the 2020 weekends 
biggest film, Onward, with around US million.2122 The next weekend saw the lowest total 
US box office intake since the October 30-November 1, 1998 weekend, with lower 
percentage drops than the weekend after 911, at US.3 million.3 Onward itself saw the 
biggest weekend-to-weekend drop of any Pixar film, making .5 million, though was still the 
weekends biggest film and the only one to make over million.3 On March 19, Walt Disney 
Studios and Universal Pictures announced that they would no longer report box office 
figures.23 Comscore therefore announced the next day that it would indefinitely suspend its 
reporting of box office estimates and charts.24 On March 26, 2020, after local transmission 
of the virus had dropped to 0% in China, movie theaters there began to re-open, with 
reports that 250-500 theaters were opening, but the next day authorities again closed all 
movie theaters in the country.2526 


By March 12, Cinemark, AMC and National CineMedia stocks had all fallen by over 35% 
since the beginning of the month.181 Cineworld, the worlds second-largest cinema chain, 


warned on March 12, when multiple films pushed back their releases, that extended 
disruption and continuing falling stock could cause the company to collapse.180182 In 
August 2020, California announced a new color-coded tier system that would allow 
restrictions to be lifted in specific counties based on health metrics, effective August 
31.183184 Cinemas would be allowed to operate at limited capacity if a county is in the red 
Substantial tier or better. This would scale from at 25%100 patrons whichever is smaller in 
red counties, to 50%200 patrons in orange Moderate counties, and 50% with no hard 
maximum in counties under the lowest yellow Minimal tier. The majority of the state was 
still in the purple Widespread tier at the onset of the system, where cinemas remained 
closed. These health orders can still be superseded with stricter rules by local officials.185 
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